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An acclaimed writer on her mother’s tumultuous life as a Jewish immigrant in 1930s New York and
her life-long guilt when the Holocaust claims the family she left behind in Latvia
 
A story of love, war, and life as a Jewish immigrant in the squalid factories and lively dance halls of New
York’s Garment District in the 1930s, My Mother’s Wars is the memoir Lillian Faderman’s mother was
never able to write. The daughter delves into her mother’s past to tell the story of a Latvian girl who left her
village for America with dreams of a life on the stage and encountered the realities of her new world: the
battles she was forced to fight as a woman, an immigrant worker, and a Jew with family left behind in
Hitler’s deadly path.

The story begins in 1914: Mary, the girl who will become Lillian Faderman’s mother, just seventeen and
swept up with vague ambitions to be a dancer, travels alone to America, where her half-sister in Brooklyn
takes her in. She finds a job in the garment industry and a shop friend who teaches her the thrills of dance
halls and the cheap amusements open to working-class girls. This dazzling life leaves Mary distracted and
her half-sister and brother-in-law scandalized that she has become a “good-time gal.” They kick her out of
their home, an event with consequences Mary will regret for the rest of her life.

Eighteen years later, still barely scraping by as a garment worker and unmarried at thirty-five, Mary falls
madly in love and has a torrid romance with a man who will never marry her, but who will father Lillian
Faderman before he disappears from their lives. America is in the midst of the Depression, Hitler is coming
to power in Europe, and New York’s garment workers are just beginning to unionize. Mary makes tentative
steps to join, despite her lover’s angry opposition. As National Socialism engulfs Europe, Mary realizes she
must find a way to get her family out of Latvia, and she spends frenetic months chasing vague promises and
false rumors of hope. Pregnant again, after having submitted to two wrenching back-room abortions, and still
unmarried, Mary faces both single motherhood and the devastating possibility of losing her entire Eastern
European family.

Drawing on family stories and documents, as well as her own tireless research, Lillian Faderman has
reconstructed an engrossing and essential chapter in the history of women, of workers, of Jews, and of the
Holocaust as immigrants experienced it from American shores.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hogg:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called My Mother's Wars? Maybe it
is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Theo Garcia:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This My Mother's Wars book is readable by means of you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with My Mother's Wars
content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking My Mother's Wars is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

John Pierre:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying My Mother's Wars that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick My Mother's Wars
become your personal starter.

Mark Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this My Mother's Wars.
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