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Taking stock of contemporary social, cultural, and political currents, Timothy Brennan explores key turning
points in the recent history of American intellectual life. He contends that a certain social-democratic vision
of politics has been banished from public discussion, leading to an unlikely convergence of the political right
and the academic left and a deadening of critical opposition. Brennan challenges the conventional view that
affiliations based on political belief, claims upon the state, or the public interest have been rendered obsolete
by the march of events in the years before and after Reagan. Instead, he lays out a new path for a future
infused with a sense of intellectual and political possibility.

In highlighting the shift in America's intellectual culture, Brennan makes the case for seeing belief as an
identity. As much as race or ethnicity, political belief, Brennan argues, is itself an identity-one that remains
unrecognized and without legal protections while possessing its own distinctive culture. Brennan also
champions the idea of cosmopolitanism and critiques those theorists who relegate the left to the status of
postcolonial "other."

Wars of Position documents how alternative views were chased from the public stage by strategic acts of
censorship, including within supposedly dissident wings of the humanities. He explores how the humanities
entered the cultural and political mainstream and settled into an awkward secular religion of the "middle
way." In a series of interrelated chapters, Brennan considers narratives of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
Clinton impeachment; reexamines Salman Rushdie's pre-fatwa writing to illuminate its radical social
leanings; presents a startling new interpretation of Edward Said; looks at the fatal reception of Antonio
Gramsci within postcolonial history and criticism; and offers a stinging critique of Hardt and Negri's Empire
and the influence of Italian radicalism on contemporary cultural theory. Throughout the work, Brennan also
draws on and critiques the ideas and influence of Heidegger, Lyotard, Kristeva, and other influential
theorists.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gaither:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the publication untitled Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of Left and Right can be
great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

James Furlow:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of Left and Right why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Roger Alford:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of
Left and Right which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Jill Beery:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of
Left and Right.
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