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Thomas Merton’s final testament as a poet is his most ambitious long work and a remarkable poetic
achievement.

It was completed in the summer of 1968, a few months before he set out from Our Lady of Gethsemani
monastery in Kentucky on the Asian journey from which he did not return. The text is as he left it. It lacks
that final editing that he would have done in proof, but it is substantially a completed, self-contained work.
Lograire, as with William Carlos Williams’s Paterson, is first of all a country of the imagination, but it is
also a person––Merton himself––for its "geography" is the map, the inner choreography, of his mind. The
charting in the poem is his search for self-location: where, and even how, does a man find himself in the
geography of all men? Sections of personal experience are set against passages re-imagined from
anthropological and historical texts, material that Merton chose for its character of myth to illustrate the
general experience of mankind. The myths of Lograire form a mosaic of African legends, Mixtecart motifs
and Mayan religious customs, the pantheism of the fanatical Ranters in 17th-century England, the records of
an early arctic expedition and of Ibn Battuta, the 14th-century Arab traveler, the Cargo Cults of Melanesia
and the Ghost Dances of the American Indians. "A poet," Merton wrote in his prefatory note to Lograire,
"spends his life attempting to build or to dream the world in which he lives. But more than that he realizes
that this world is at once his and everybody’s. It grows out of a common participation which is nevertheless
recorded in authentically personal images. I have without scruple mixed what is my own experience with
what is almost everybody else’s." Many modern poets have used history and myth in their work; what
sets The Geography of Lograire apart is the invention of Merton’s method––his process for elevating fact to
the level of myth. It is a complex technique of fractured syntax, multiple meanings; the distortion of dream,
irony and parody.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

The book The Geography of Lograire: Long poem can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Geography of Lograire: Long
poem? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Geography of
Lograire: Long poem has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Andrea Winburn:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of
them is this The Geography of Lograire: Long poem.

Linda Harris:

Often the book The Geography of Lograire: Long poem has a lot details on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking
over this book.

Ann Lang:

The book untitled The Geography of Lograire: Long poem contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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