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Rachel Carson's Silent Spring antagonized some of the most powerful interests in the nation--including the
farm block and the agricultural chemical industry--and helped launch the modern environmental movement.
In The Gentle Subversive, Mark Hamilton Lytle offers a compact biography of Carson, illuminating the road
that led to this vastly influential book.
Lytle explores the evolution of Carson's ideas about nature, her love for the sea, her career as a biologist, and
above all her emergence as a writer of extraordinary moral and ecological vision. We follow Carson from her
childhood on a farm outside Pittsburgh, where she first developed her love of nature (and where, at age
eleven, she published her first piece in a children's magazine), to her graduate work at Johns Hopkins and her
career with the Fish and Wildlife Service. Lytle describes the genesis of her first book, Under the Sea-Wind,
the incredible success of The Sea Around Us (a New York Times bestseller for over a year), and her
determination to risk her fame in order to write her "poison book": Silent Spring. The author contends that
despite Carson's demure, lady-like demeanor, she was subversive in her thinking and aggressive in her
campaign against pesticides. Carson became the spokeswoman for a network of conservationists, scientists,
women, and other concerned citizens who had come to fear the mounting dangers of the human assault on
nature. What makes this story particularly compelling is that Carson took up this cause at the very moment
when she herself faced a losing battle with cancer.
Succinct and engaging, The Gentle Subversive is a story of success, celebrity, controversy, and vindication. It
will inspire anyone interested in protecting the natural world or in women's struggle to find a voice in
society.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Parker:

The ability that you get from The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, and the Rise of the
Environmental Movement (New Narratives in American History) is the more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, and the Rise of the
Environmental Movement (New Narratives in American History) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent
Spring, and the Rise of the Environmental Movement (New Narratives in American History) instantly.

James Walton:

Exactly why? Because this The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, and the Rise of the
Environmental Movement (New Narratives in American History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Thomas Evans:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson,
Silent Spring, and the Rise of the Environmental Movement (New Narratives in American History) book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still hesitation The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, and the
Rise of the Environmental Movement (New Narratives in American History) as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Donald Foster:

This The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, and the Rise of the Environmental Movement
(New Narratives in American History) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of



information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Gentle
Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, and the Rise of the Environmental Movement (New Narratives in
American History) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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