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The natural history museum is a place where the line between "high" and "low" culture effectively vanishes-
-where our awe of nature, our taste for the bizarre, and our thirst for knowledge all blend happily together.
But as Stephen Asma shows in Stuffed Animals and Pickled Heads, there is more going on in these great
institutions than just smart fun.
Asma takes us on a wide-ranging tour of natural history museums in New York and Chicago, London and
Paris, interviewing curators, scientists, and exhibit designers, and providing a wealth of fascinating
observations. We learn how the first museums were little more than high-toned side shows, with such garish
exhibits as the pickled head of Peter the Great's lover. In contrast, today's museums are hot-beds of serious
science, funding major research in such fields as anthropology and archaeology.
"Rich in detail, lucid explanation, telling anecdotes, and fascinating characters.... Asma has rendered a
fascinating and credible account of how natural history museums are conceived and presented. It's the kind
of book that will not only engage a wide and diverse readership, but it should, best of all, send them flocking
to see how we look at nature and ourselves in those fabulous legacies of the curiosity cabinet."--The Boston
Herald.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

This Stuffed Animals and Pickled Heads: The Culture and Evolution of Natural History Museums are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Stuffed
Animals and Pickled Heads: The Culture and Evolution of Natural History Museums can be one of many
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Stuffed Animals and Pickled Heads: The Culture and Evolution of Natural History Museums giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Joyce Loza:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. Stuffed Animals and Pickled Heads: The Culture and Evolution of Natural History
Museums can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.

David Dozier:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stuffed Animals and Pickled Heads:
The Culture and Evolution of Natural History Museums can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Sue Randall:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Stuffed Animals and Pickled Heads: The Culture and Evolution of Natural History
Museums when you required it?
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