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At the First Baptist Church of Maeby, Arkansas, the sins of the child belonged to the parents until the child
turned thirteen. Sarah Jones was only eight years old in the summer of 1964, but with her mother Esther Mae
on eight prayer lists and flipping around town with the generally mistrusted civil rights organizers, Sarah
believed it was time to get baptized and take responsibility for her own sins. That would mean sitting on the
mourner’s bench come revival, waiting for her sign, and then testifying in front of the whole church.

But first, Sarah would need to navigate the growing tensions of small-town Arkansas in the 1960s. Both
smarter and more serious than her years (a “fifty-year-old mind in an eight-year-old body,” according to
Esther), Sarah was torn between the traditions, religion, and work ethic of her community and the
progressive civil rights and feminist politics of her mother, who had recently returned from art school in
Chicago. When organizers from the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) came to town
just as the revival was beginning, Sarah couldn’t help but be caught up in the turmoil. Most folks just wanted
to keep the peace, and Reverend Jefferson called the SNCC organizers “the evil among us.” But her mother,
along with local civil rights activist Carrie Dilworth, the SNCC organizers, Daisy Bates, attorney John
Walker, and indeed most of the country, seemed determined to push Maeby toward integration.

With characters as vibrant and evocative as their setting, Mourner’s Bench is the story of a young girl
coming to terms with religion, racism, and feminism while also navigating the terrain of early adolescence
and trying to settle into her place in her family and community.
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From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

The book Mourner's Bench: A Novel make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make examining a book Mourner's Bench: A Novel to get your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like available and read a guide Mourner's Bench: A Novel. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Becky Duncan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book Mourner's Bench: A Novel it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Robert Garcia:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Mourner's Bench: A Novel can give you a lot of
pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We should have Mourner's Bench: A Novel.

Christie Rich:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called
of book Mourner's Bench: A Novel. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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