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Interviewer: Where did you find out how to have safe lesbian sex?
Val: I found out in jail.

Why do so many lesbian women engage in sexual behavior that puts their health, even their lives, at
risk? Many know they’re at risk, yet somehow feel safe enough to behave as if there is no reason to
practice safe sex. Lesbian Women and Sexual Health: The Social Construction of Risk and
Susceptibility examines how lesbian women perceive their level of risk for HIV and other sexually
transmitted infections (STIs). It describes how their perceptions of risk and susceptibility are shaped
by factors such as sexual identity, cultural themes, and community knowledge—and how those
perceptions impact on the very real HIV/STI risks that lesbian women face.

The genesis of Lesbian Women and Sexual Health: The Social Construction of Risk and Susceptibility
lies in Kathleen Dolan’s exploratory study of this under-researched area, in which 162 structured
interviews and 70 in-depth interviews were conducted with women who self-identify as lesbians. What
these women have to say will inform, educate, and probably surprise you. Tables and figures make
complex data easy to access and understand.

Lesbian women construct and label their identities and actions in complex ways that may lead to risky
behavior. In the words of the women surveyed—and in Dr. Dolan’s insightful commentary—this book
explores the ways in which lesbian women construct their perceptions of risk and susceptibility to seek
answers to questions that include:

Do many lesbian women see themselves, to an extent, as immune to HIV contraction?●

How does their self-constructed sense of risk and susceptibility lead to making dangerous choices?●

Why, in spite of their professed willingness to engage in protective actions, do many lesbians not actually●

do so?
Why do many lesbian women, and some of the health care professionals who serve them, feel that pap●

smears are not necessary for women who have sex only with other women—and what are the consequences
of this opinion?
What is the relationship between drug/alcohol use and risky sexual behaviors in lesbian women?●

Lesbian Women and Sexual Health: The Social Construction of Risk and Susceptibility is an important
resource for women’s/lesbian health advocates, health care professionals, and courses in
gay/women’s/medical studies. It addresses gaps in the existing research to enhance our understanding of the
physical and mental health status of lesbian women, of risk factors and protective actions regarding HIV and
STIs, and of the conditions for which protective actions actually reduce risk. Use it to update your
knowledge of this under-studied area at the intersection of physical, emotional, and sexual health.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Lesbian Women
and Sexual Health: The Social Construction of Risk and Susceptibility? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Irene Holmes:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Lesbian Women and Sexual
Health: The Social Construction of Risk and Susceptibility book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Christina Ruiz:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Lesbian Women and Sexual Health: The
Social Construction of Risk and Susceptibility is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Leon Fisher:

The reserve with title Lesbian Women and Sexual Health: The Social Construction of Risk and Susceptibility
has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.
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