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The word motreb finds its roots in the Arabic verb taraba, meaning ‘to make happy.’ Originally denoting all
musicians in Iran, motrebi came to be associated, pejoratively, with the cheerful vulgarity of the lowbrow
entertainer.

In Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment, GJ Breyley and Sasan Fatemi examine the historically
overlooked motrebi milieu, with its marginalized characters, from luti to gardan koloft and mashti, as well as
the tenacity of motreb who continued their careers against all odds. They then turn to losanjelesi, the most
pervasive form of Iranian popular music that developed as motrebi declined, and related musical forms in
Iran and its diasporic popular cultural centre, Los Angeles. For the first time in English, the book makes
available musical transcriptions, analysis and lyrics that illustrate the complexities of this history. As it
presents the findings of the authors’ years of ethnographic work with the history’s protagonists, from senior
motreb to pop-rock stars, the book reveals parallels between the decline of motrebi and the rise of
‘modernity.’ In the twentieth century, the fate of Tehran’s motrebi music was shaped by the social and urban
polarization that ensued from the modern market economy, and losanjelesi would be similarly affected by
transnational relations, revolution, war and migration.

Through its detailed and informed examination of Iranian popular music, this study reveals much about the
values and anxieties of Iranian society, and is a valuable resource for students and scholars of Iranian society
and history.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Garcia:

This Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which
is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Iranian Music and Popular
Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) without we realize teach the one
who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Iranian Music and
Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) can bring when you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even cellphone. This Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond
(Iranian Studies) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Patricia Thomas:

The particular book Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond
(Iranian Studies) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you.
The book Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian
Studies) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Debra Sims:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Iranian Music and Popular
Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) is simple to bring you can read it
in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Keith Dunn:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment:
From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) to make your current reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the publication Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment:
From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and



confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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