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Many know that the removal and relocation of Indigenous peoples from traditional lands is a part of the
United States’ colonial past, but few know that—in an expansive corner of northeastern Arizona—the saga
continues. The 1974 Settlement Act officially divided a reservation established almost a century earlier
between the Diné (Navajo) and the Hopi, and legally granted the contested land to the Hopi. To date, the
U.S. government has relocated between 12,000 and 14,000 Diné from Hopi Partitioned Lands, and the
Diné—both there and elsewhere—continue to live with the legacy of this relocation.

Bitter Water presents the narratives of four Diné women who have resisted removal but who have watched as
their communities and lifeways have changed dramatically. The book, based on 25 hours of filmed personal
testimony, features the women’s candid discussions of their efforts to carry on a traditional way of life in a
contemporary world that includes relocation and partitioned lands; encroaching Western values and culture;
and devastating mineral extraction and development in the Black Mesa region of Arizona. Though their
accounts are framed by insightful writings by both Benally and Diné historian Jennifer Nez Denetdale,
Benally lets the stories of the four women elders speak for themselves.

Scholars, media, and other outsiders have all told their versions of this story, but this is the first book that
centers on the stories of women who have lived it—in their own words in Navajo as well as the English
translation. The result is a living history of a contested cultural landscape and the unique worldview of
women determined to maintain their traditions and lifeways, which are so intimately connected to the land.
This book is more than a collection of stories, poetry, and prose. It is a chronicle of resistance as spoken from
the hearts of those who have lived it.
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From reader reviews:

Yolanda Ocasio:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Bitter
Water: Diné Oral Histories of the Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous
Studies) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jamie Leal:

This Bitter Water: Diné Oral Histories of the Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute (First Peoples: New Directions in
Indigenous Studies) is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details
accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Bitter Water: Diné Oral
Histories of the Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Kristi Duncan:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Bitter Water: Diné Oral Histories of
the Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) which is finding the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Kellie Stephens:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific Bitter Water: Diné Oral Histories of the Navajo-Hopi Land
Dispute (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) can give you a lot of pals because by you
looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why



hesitate? Let's have Bitter Water: Diné Oral Histories of the Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute (First Peoples: New
Directions in Indigenous Studies).
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