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They were called the deadliest fighter squadron in action in the South Pacific; U.S. Navy 
Fighting Squadron Seventeen, famous with their Skull and Crossbones insignia, became 
one of the most successful squadrons of WWII. Flying the new Chance Vought F4U Corsair, 
which at the time of its introduction into service, was the most powerful fighter in the U.S 
Navy in World War II.
Flying missions to one of the Japanese strongholds in the South Pacific, Fighting 17 shot 
down 152 Japanese aircraft in aerial combat in only 76 days. The squadron had more aces 
(thirteen) than any other squadron at that time with Ira "Ike" Kepford the leading Navy ace at 
the end of his tour with sixteen aerial victories. Two more went on to reach ace status with 
Fighting 84, and at the end of the war Fighting 17 had the top four Navy Corsair aces. "Ike" 
Kepford, Roger Hedrick, Tom Blackburn, and John M. Smith were respectively the Navy's 
first, second, third, and fourth leading Corsair Aces.
One of the outstanding contributions made by Fighting 17 was providing proof under 
battle conditions of the suitability of the F4U Corsair for carrier operations as they were the 
first into combat flying off a carrier with the F4U.
Lee Cook, author of The Skull and Crossbones Squadron - VF-17 in World War II, and 
Fighting 17 - A Photographic History of VF-17 in World War II and leading authority on 
Tom Blackburn's Fighting 17, after seventeen years of meticulous original research presents 
this new book. 
The book was greatly enhanced by considerable Fighting 17 family member involvement. 
They have supplied original material and photographs that have not previously appeared in 
published works. The Aces of Fighting 17 has a detailed biography of each ace that served 
with Fighting 17 and has a host of hitherto unpublished photographs covering the squadron's 
aces. 
This is the story of the best of the best, the elite, the aces of Fighting 17.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

The publication with title The Aces of Fighting 17: VF-17's Top Guns in World War II has lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Michael Mazzariello:

Typically the book The Aces of Fighting 17: VF-17's Top Guns in World War II has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after looking over this book.

Randall James:

This The Aces of Fighting 17: VF-17's Top Guns in World War II is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Aces
of Fighting 17: VF-17's Top Guns in World War II in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this
reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
which?

Miriam Normandin:

Beside this The Aces of Fighting 17: VF-17's Top Guns in World War II in your phone, it can give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have The Aces of Fighting 17: VF-17's Top Guns in World War II because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read
it from at this point!
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