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The Old Testament was not written in a vacuum. It was written by and to a specific people who lived within
specific social, historical, political, and literary contexts not only of their own culture but also of the
surrounding peoples. Clearly, an understanding of ancient Israel and the ancient Near East is essential for
proper interpretation of the Bible.

Unfortunately, as readers seek this kind of understanding, they are confronted with a variety of competing
opinions and methods regarding the culture, history, sociology, and geography of the biblical story. Does
archaeology "prove" the Bible? Is the Bible history, and if so, what kind? How should the Old Testament be
approached as literature? These and other questions are addressed in Studying the Ancient Israelites, which
provides a guide to the tools, methods, and goals of the study of ancient Israel. The book also examines the
insights that can be gained from geography, archaeology, literary study, sociology, and historiography as
well as the limitations of each of these disciplines. Here is an excellent text for Old Testament study.

"Not only does Matthews write with the authority of a scholar with years of experience in the cultures of
Israel and the ancient Near East, he also writes to bring the material to the educated layperson. This is an
excellent background work, thus I would encourage all to read it as a prelude to any study of Israel. Studying
the Ancient Israelites is full of practical, sensible help in understanding ancient Israel. The work contains
specific examples concerning the various disciplines that have been used to study ancient Israel:
archaeology, sociology, historical geography, historiography, and literary approaches."
--Mark W. Chavalas, professor of history, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse

"Matthews is a sure-footed guide for students looking for help in sorting out the claims and counterclaims of
scholars. This concise volume clearly introduces readers to the various issues surrounding the study of the
ancient Israelites, offering insightful comments on the methods used in the investigation and why they are
important."--J. Andrew Dearman, professor of Old Testament, Fuller Theological Seminary
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

This Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods usually are reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide
to Sources and Methods can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods forcing you
to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Edward Rideout:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources
and Methods, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Charlene Johnson:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to
Sources and Methods is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Lauren Miner:

You can obtain this Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways
for you.



Download and Read Online Studying the Ancient Israelites: A
Guide to Sources and Methods Victor H. Matthews
#H0GDKNEURYQ



Read Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and
Methods by Victor H. Matthews for online ebook

Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods by Victor H. Matthews Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods by
Victor H. Matthews books to read online.

Online Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods by Victor H.
Matthews ebook PDF download

Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods by Victor H. Matthews Doc

Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods by Victor H. Matthews Mobipocket

Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods by Victor H. Matthews EPub


