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Nearly 5,000 black Americans were lynched between 1890 and 1960. Over forty years later, Sherrilyn Ifill's
On the Courthouse Lawn examines the numerous ways that this racial trauma still resounds across the United
States. While the lynchings and their immediate aftermath were devastating, the little-known contemporary
consequences, such as the marginalization of political and economic development for black Americans, are
equally pernicious.

On the Courthouse Lawn investigates how the lynchings implicated average white citizens, some of whom
actively participated in the violence while many others witnessed the lynchings but did nothing to stop them.
Ifill observes that this history of complicity has become embedded in the social and cultural fabric of local
communities, who either supported, condoned, or ignored the violence. She traces the lingering effects of
two lynchings in Maryland to illustrate how ubiquitous this history is and issues a clarion call for American
communities with histories of racial violence to be proactive in facing this legacy today.

Inspired by South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission, as well as by techniques of restorative
justice, Ifill provides concrete ideas to help communities heal, including placing gravestones on the
unmarked burial sites of lynching victims, issuing public apologies, establishing mandatory school programs
on the local history of lynching, financially compensating those whose family homes or businesses were
destroyed in the aftermath of lynching, and creating commemorative public spaces. Because the
contemporary effects of racial violence are experienced most intensely in local communities, Ifill argues that
reconciliation and reparation efforts must also be locally based in order to bring both black and white
Americans together in an efficacious dialogue.

A landmark book, On the Courthouse Lawn is a much-needed and urgent road map for communities finally
confronting lynching's long shadow by embracing pragmatic reconciliation and reparation efforts.
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From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of
Lynching in the Twenty-first Century.

Rachel Garber:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this On the Courthouse Lawn:
Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-first Century book since this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Timothy Hardy:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title On the Courthouse
Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-first Century suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting
the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-first Centuryis a single of several books in which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Donald Noble:

The actual book On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-first Century
will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book On the Courthouse
Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-first Century is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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