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An in-depth look at the challenges undocumented immigrants face as they raise children in the U.S.

There are now nearly four million children born in the United States who have undocumented immigrant
parents. In the current debates around immigration reform, policymakers often view immigrants as an
economic or labor market problem to be solved, but the issue has a very real human dimension. Immigrant
parents without legal status are raising their citizen children under stressful work and financial conditions,
with the constant threat of discovery and deportation that may narrow social contacts and limit participation
in public programs that might benefit their children. Immigrants Raising Citizens offers a compelling
description of the everyday experiences of these parents, their very young children, and the consequences
these experiences have on their children’s development.

Immigrants Raising Citizens challenges conventional wisdom about undocumented immigrants, viewing
them not as lawbreakers or victims, but as the parents of citizens whose adult productivity will be essential to
the nation’s future. The book’s findings are based on data from a three-year study of 380 infants from
Dominican, Mexican, Chinese, and African American families, which included in-depth interviews, in-home
child assessments, and parent surveys. The book shows that undocumented parents share three sets of
experiences that distinguish them from legal-status parents and may adversely influence their children’s
development: avoidance of programs and authorities, isolated social networks, and poor work conditions.
Fearing deportation, undocumented parents often avoid accessing valuable resources that could help their
children’s development—such as access to public programs and agencies providing child care and food
subsidies. At the same time, many of these parents are forced to interact with illegal entities such as
smugglers or loan sharks out of financial necessity. Undocumented immigrants also tend to have fewer
reliable social ties to assist with child care or share information on child-rearing. Compared to legal-status
parents, undocumented parents experience significantly more exploitive work conditions, including long
hours, inadequate pay and raises, few job benefits, and limited autonomy in job duties. These conditions can
result in ongoing parental stress, economic hardship, and avoidance of center-based child care—which is
directly correlated with early skill development in children. The result is poorly developed cognitive skills,
recognizable in children as young as two years old, which can negatively impact their future school
performance and, eventually, their job prospects.

Immigrants Raising Citizens has important implications for immigration policy, labor law enforcement, and
the structure of community services for immigrant families. In addition to low income and educational
levels, undocumented parents experience hardships due to their status that have potentially lifelong
consequences for their children. With nothing less than the future contributions of these children at stake, the
book presents a rigorous and sobering argument that the price for ignoring this reality may be too high to



pay.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Eiland:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Immigrants
Raising Citizens: Undocumented Parents and Their Children, you could tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Bonnie Fernandez:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Immigrants Raising Citizens:
Undocumented Parents and Their Children is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Christopher Melendez:

Beside this particular Immigrants Raising Citizens: Undocumented Parents and Their Children in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Immigrants Raising Citizens: Undocumented Parents and Their
Children because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't
get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Tammy Carver:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is Immigrants Raising Citizens: Undocumented Parents and Their Children. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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