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This book is a prose translation of a selection of women saints' lives from the Gilte Legende, the Middle
English version of Jacobus de Voragine's Legenda Aurea, one of the most influential books to come from the
middle ages. Because of its popularity and subject matter, the Gilte Legende was widely read and used as a
model for everyday life, including the education of women through examples set by early Christian martyrs.
Many of the women saints spoke passionately about their convictions and defended their faith and their
bodies to the death. For over 400 years, these amazing vernacular stories have been inaccessible to a wider
audience. This book divides the lives of female saints into: the "ryght hooly virgins", who vocally defend
their bodies against Roman persecution; "holy mothers", who give up their traditional role to pursue a life of
contemplation; the 'repentant sinners', who convert and voice their defiance against a society that demanded
silencein women; and the "holy transvestites", who cast off their gender identity to find absolution and
salvation. Their lives reach through the ages to speak to a modern audience, academic and non-academic,
forcing a re-examination of women's roles in the medieval period. LARISSA TRACY is Adjunct Assistant
Professor of English at Georgetown University and George Mason University. Series editor JANE CHANCE
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From reader reviews:

Timothy McKinney:

The book Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints Lives (Library of Medieval
Women) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make studying a book Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints Lives (Library
of Medieval Women) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up
and read a guide Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints Lives (Library of
Medieval Women). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

John Silverstein:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle
English Saints Lives (Library of Medieval Women) as your daily resource information.

Caleb Jones:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints Lives (Library of Medieval Women)
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication
then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Women of the
Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints Lives (Library of Medieval Women) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better
life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Catherine Gates:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that



need more time to be read. Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints Lives
(Library of Medieval Women) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short extra
time problems.
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