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This book explores the distinction between selflessness and self-interestedness, between acting for one's own
advantage and acting, even when disadvantageous, for reasons of duty or conscience. This apparently
straightforward contrast (exemplified in the difference between rational-choice models in economics and
holistic models in social anthropology) is a source of confusion. This is so, F. G. Bailey argues, because
people polarize and essentialize both actors and actions and uphold one or the other side of the contrast as
concrete reality, as the truth about how the social world works. The task of The Saving Lie is to show that
both versions are convenient fictions, with instrumental rather than ontological significance: they are not
about truth but about power. At best they are tools that enable us to make sense of our experience; at the
same time they are weapons we deploy to define situations and thus exercise control.

Bailey says that both models fail the test of empiricism: they can be at once immensely elegant and quite
remote from anyone's experience in the real world. And since both models are "saving lies," we should
accept them as necessities, but only to the extent they are useful, and we should constantly remind ourselves
of their limitations. The wrong course, according to Bailey, is to promote one model to the total exclusion of
the other. Instead, we should take care to examine systematically the rhetoric used to promote these models
not only in intellectual discourse but also in defining situations in everyday life.

The book strongly and directly advocates a point of view that combines skepticism with a determination to
anchor abstract argument in evidence. It is argumentative; it invites confrontation; yet it leaves many doors
open for further thought.
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From reader reviews:

Kerry Erdman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the
Social Sciences to read.

Harry Fulford:

Here thing why this specific The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences. It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home
by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Saving Lie:
Truth and Method in the Social Sciences in e-book can be your substitute.

Helen Woodson:

The knowledge that you get from The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences is the more deep
you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of The
Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences instantly.

Pearl Dyson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you



have read is definitely The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences.
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