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In the thirteenth century, Italian merchant and explorer Marco Polo traveled from Venice to the far reaches
of Asia, a journey he chronicled in a narrative titled Il Milione, later known as The Travels of Marco Polo.
While Polo’s writings would go on to inspire the likes of Christopher Columbus, scholars have long debated
their veracity. Some have argued that Polo never even reached China, while others believe that he came as
far as the Americas. Now, there’s new evidence for this historical puzzle: a very curious collection of
fourteen little-known maps and related documents said to have belonged to the family of Marco Polo
himself.

In The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps, historian of cartography Benjamin B. Olshin offers the first
credible book-length analysis of these artifacts, charting their course from obscure origins in the private
collection of Italian-American immigrant Marcian Rossi in the 1930s; to investigations of their authenticity
by the Library of Congress, J. Edgar Hoover, and the FBI; to the work of the late cartographic scholar Leo
Bagrow; to Olshin’s own efforts to track down and study the Rossi maps, all but one of which are in the
possession of Rossi’s great-grandson Jeffrey Pendergraft. Are the maps forgeries, facsimiles, or modernized
copies? Did Marco Polo’s daughters—whose names appear on several of the artifacts—preserve in them
geographic information about Asia first recorded by their father? Or did they inherit maps created by him?
Did Marco Polo entrust the maps to Admiral Ruggero Sanseverino, who has links to Rossi’s family line? Or,
if the maps have no connection to Marco Polo, who made them, when, and why?

Regardless of the maps’ provenance, Olshin’s tale—stretching from the remote reaches of the northern
Pacific to early Chinese legends—takes readers on a journey confounding yet fascinating, offering insights
into Italian history, the age of exploration, and the wonders of cartography.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Figueroa:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book The
Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

John Harrison:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Mysteries of the Marco
Polo Maps. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Dan Flood:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps
can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Dorothy Saunders:

Why? Because this The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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