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As she lay in dry dock, devastatingly damaged by one of Hitler’s newly deployed magnetic mines after
barely two months in service, few could have predicted the illustrious career that lay ahead for the cruiser
HMS Belfast. After three years of repairs to her broken keel, engine- and boiler-rooms, and extensive
refitting, she would go on to play a critical role in the protection of the Arctic Convoys, would fire one of the
opening shots at D-Day and continue supporting the Operation Overlord landings for five weeks.

Her service continued beyond the Second World War both in Korea and in the Far East before she
commenced her life as one of the world’s most celebrated preserved visitor ships in the Pool of London. Her
crowning glory however came in December 1943 when, equipped with the latest radar technology, she was
to play the leading role in the Battle of the North Cape sinking the feared German battlecruiser Scharnhorst,
the bête noir of the Royal Navy. In doing so the ship’s crew made a vital contribution to, what was to be, the
final big-gun head-to-head action to be fought at sea.

In The Last Big Gun Brian Lavery, the foremost historian of the Royal Navy, employs his trademark wide-
ranging narrative style and uses the microcosm of the ship to tell the wider story of the naval war at sea and
vividly portray the realities for all of life aboard a Second World War battleship. The book is lavishly
illustrated with photographs and illustrations and will appeal to all those with an interest in military history
and life in the wartime Royal Navy.

• The illustrious survivor of the last big-gun head-to-head ‘broadside’ engagement at sea
• The very first complete ‘biography’ of HMS Belfast
• Exhaustively researched from primary sources and interviews and written in the matchless narrative style
of the award-winning, Sunday Times bestselling author Brian Lavery
• An original work of popular history juxtaposing an in-depth technical understanding with an highly
evocative use of quote and anecdote
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From reader reviews:

Harvey Hobbs:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Last Big Gun: At
War & At Sea with HMS Belfast to read.

Elnora Perry:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Last Big Gun: At War & At Sea with
HMS Belfast is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Ann Foley:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Last Big Gun: At War & At Sea
with HMS Belfast, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Clara Radtke:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Last Big Gun: At War & At
Sea with HMS Belfast which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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