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In what is destined to prove the definitive text for the present generation on the political, economic, and
social structure of Colombia, Jorge Pablo Osterling explores the enigmatic nature of this special, even
critical, anchor to the northern tier of South America. In many ways, Colombia is a huge success story: it is
one of the oldest, most stable, functioning democracies; the land is blessed with rich and diversified
resources and products; and its foreign debt has been kept in check as a consequence of sound economic
management.

But despite its positive social, cultural, economic, and political indicators, Colombia has been a nation beset
by serious problems: overt corruption and unemployment are very high; and its public service facilities to
outlying rural areas remain weak, thus making schooling, water supplies, health care, and electrification hard
to establish at high levels. Above all, Colombia has a reputation, well earned, as one of the most violent
nations in the world. Drug trafficking, common crime, and guerrilla activity are all pandemic and conspire to
destabilize the regime.

In this straightforward, compelling account, Osterling shows how this paradox has evolved, and why it has
persisted over the past fifty years. He draws attention to parallel political structures: a functioning set of
civilian institutions that coexist alongside one of the most powerful closed, hierarchical political elites in
Latin America. Osterling locates the central problem of the maintenance of interpersonal relations as being
more important to the functioning of Colombian society than impersonal norms. This is a country in which
political bosses vie with popular democracy for control of the country.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Raines:

This Democracy in Colombia: Clientelistic Politics and Guerrilla Warfare book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot
of information you will get. This specific Democracy in Colombia: Clientelistic Politics and Guerrilla
Warfare without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Democracy in Colombia: Clientelistic Politics and Guerrilla Warfare can
bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Democracy in Colombia: Clientelistic Politics and
Guerrilla Warfare having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Jack Michaud:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Democracy in Colombia: Clientelistic Politics and Guerrilla Warfare, you can tells your family, friends and
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Linda Manning:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
book you have read is definitely Democracy in Colombia: Clientelistic Politics and Guerrilla Warfare.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Democracy in Colombia: Clientelistic
Politics and Guerrilla Warfare, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss



it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.
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