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Charles Darwin famously concluded On the Origin of Species with a vision of "endless forms most
beautiful" continually evolving. More than 150 years later many evolutionary biologists see not endless
forms but the same, or very similar, forms evolving repeatedly in many independent species lineages. A
porpoise's fishlike fins, for example, are not inherited from fish ancestors but are independently derived
convergent traits. In this book, George McGhee describes the ubiquity of the phenomenon of convergent
evolution and connects it directly to the concept of evolutionary constraint--the idea that the number of
evolutionary pathways available to life are not endless, but quite limited. Convergent evolution occurs on all
levels, from tiny organic molecules to entire ecosystems of species. McGhee demonstrates its ubiquity in
animals, both herbivore and carnivore; in plants; in ecosystems; in molecules, including DNA, proteins, and
enzymes; and even in minds, describing problem-solving behavior and group behavior as the products of
convergence. For each species example, he provides an abbreviated list of the major nodes in its
phylogenetic classification, allowing the reader to see the evolutionary relationship of a group of species that
have independently evolved a similar trait by convergent evolution. McGhee analyzes the role of functional
and developmental constraints in producing convergent evolution, and considers the scientific and
philosophical implications of convergent evolution for the predictability of the evolutionary process.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Convergent Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna Series in
Theoretical Biology).

Richard Redd:

This Convergent Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology) are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Convergent
Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology) can be on the list of great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Convergent
Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Antoine Harris:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
Convergent Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology).

Rocio Linville:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Convergent Evolution: Limited Forms Most
Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
hesitation Convergent Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology) as
good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess
book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your



reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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