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A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history's most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors' American Legends series, listeners can get caught up on
the lives of America's most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute. And they can
do so while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.

With the possible exception of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., no African American has been more instrumental
in the fight for minorities' civil rights in the United States than Frederick Douglass (1818 - 1895), an
American social reformer, orator, writer, and statesman. His list of accomplishments would be impressive
enough even without taking into account the fact that he was born into slavery. It's believed his father was a
white man, even perhaps his master Aaron Anthony. When Douglass was about 12, his slaveowner's wife,
Sophia Auld, began teaching him the alphabet in defiance of the South's laws against teaching slaves how to
read. When her husband Hugh found out, he was furious, reminding her that if the slave learned to read, he
would become dissatisfied with his condition and desire freedom. Those words would prove prophetic.

Douglass is noted as saying that "knowledge is the pathway from slavery to freedom". He took that advice to
heart, teaching himself how to read and write with his knowledge of the alphabet. On September 3, 1838,
Douglass successfully escaped slavery, traveling by boat to Delaware, Philadelphia, and finally New York,
all in the span of a day. Douglass found a "...new world had opened upon [him]".
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Croll:

Typically the book American Legends: The Life of Frederick Douglass will bring one to the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
learn, this book very ideal to you. The book American Legends: The Life of Frederick Douglass is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Lucille Grant:

Typically the book American Legends: The Life of Frederick Douglass has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.

David Sayre:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Legends: The Life of Frederick
Douglass can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?

Robert McCauley:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this American Legends: The Life of Frederick Douglass can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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