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"Silence has the rusty taste of shame. The words shut up are the most terrible words I know. . . . The man
who raped me spat these words out over and over during the hours of my attack--when I screamed, when I
tried to talk him out of what he was doing, when I protested. It seemed to me that for seven years--until at
last I spoke--these words had sunk into my soul and become prophecy. And it seems to me now that these
words, the brutish message of tyrants, preserve the darkness that still covers this pervasive crime. The real
shame, as I have learned, is to consent to them."

After Silence is Nancy Venable Raine's eloquent,  profoundly moving response to her rapist's command to
"shut up," a command that is so often echoed by society and internalized by rape victims. Beginning with her
assault by a stranger in her home in 1985, Raine's riveting narrative of the ten-year aftermath of her rape
brings to light the truth that survivors of traumatic experiences know--a trauma does not end when you find
yourself alive.
        
Just as devastating as the rape itself was the silence that shrouded it, a silence born of her own feelings of
shame as well as the incomprehension of others. Raine gives shape, form, and voice to the "unspeakable" and
exposes the misconceptions and cruelties that surround this prevalent though hidden crime. With formidable
power and in intimate detail, she probes the long-term psychological and physiological aftereffects of rape,
its tangled sexual confusions, the treatment of rape by the media and the legal and medical professions, and
contemporary cultural views of victimhood.
        
For anyone, female or male, who has suffered from or witnessed the shattering effects of rape, After Silence
inspires and points the way to healing. This landmark book is a stunning literary achievement that is a
testimony to the power of language to transform the worst sort of violation and suffering into meaning and
into art.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

David Hester:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this After Silence: Rape & My Journey Back, you could tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Joel Faulkner:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book After Silence: Rape & My Journey Back it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features
high quality.

Mark Shanks:

This After Silence: Rape & My Journey Back is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this After Silence: Rape & My Journey Back
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Brooke Fisher:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book After Silence: Rape & My Journey Back we can have more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable



with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book After Silence: Rape & My
Journey Back. You can more inviting than now.
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