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Constitutional change, seemingly so orderly, formal, and refined, has in fact been a revolutionary process
from the first, as Bruce Ackerman makes clear in We the People: Transformations. The Founding Fathers,
hardly the genteel conservatives of myth, set America on a remarkable course of revolutionary disruption
and constitutional creativity that endures to this day. After the bloody sacrifices of the Civil War, Abraham
Lincoln and the Republican Party revolutionized the traditional system of constitutional amendment as they
put principles of liberty and equality into higher law. Another wrenching transformation occurred during the
Great Depression, when Franklin Roosevelt and his New Dealers vindicated a new vision of activist
government against an assault by the Supreme Court.

These are the crucial episodes in American constitutional history that Ackerman takes up in this second
volume of a trilogy hailed as "one of the most important contributions to American constitutional thought in
the last half-century" (Cass Sunstein, New Republic). In each case he shows how the American people--
whether led by the Founding Federalists or the Lincoln Republicans or the Roosevelt Democrats--have
confronted the Constitution in its moments of great crisis with dramatic acts of upheaval, always in the name
of popular sovereignty. A thoroughly new way of understanding constitutional development, We the People:
Transformations reveals how America's "dualist democracy" provides for these populist upheavals that
amend the Constitution, often without formalities.

The book also sets contemporary events, such as the Reagan Revolution and Roe v. Wade, in deeper
constitutional perspective. In this context Ackerman exposes basic constitutional problems inherited from the
New Deal Revolution and exacerbated by the Reagan Revolution, then considers the fundamental reforms
that might resolve them. A bold challenge to formalist and fundamentalist views, this volume demonstrates
that ongoing struggle over America's national identity, rather than consensus, marks its constitutional history.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book We the People: Volume 2: Transformations
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Ray Ellis:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular We the People: Volume
2: Transformations to read.

Juan Turgeon:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this We the
People: Volume 2: Transformations book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Harry Alvey:

The knowledge that you get from We the People: Volume 2: Transformations is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but We the People: Volume 2: Transformations giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular We the People: Volume 2:
Transformations instantly.
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