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In The Smoking Horse, marine biologist Stephen Spotte recounts his youth from the mid-1950s through the
turbulent 1960s. After growing up in a coal camp in southern West Virginia, he was expelled from a
Maryland boarding school and over four summers lived a bohemian life in Beach Haven, New Jersey,
working variously as a lifeguard, clamdigger, dishwasher, laborer, and milkman. Beach Haven in the early
sixties was a riotous community of artists, musicians, drunks, junkies, and those who had simply fallen
through life's cracks. It was, someone said, a seaside Greenwich Village, and in fact it became a weekend
destination of New York City bohemians abandoning the hot summer sidewalks to mill with itinerant beach
bums, boat jockeys, New Jersey pineys, and Philadelphia hipsters. It was here that Spotte began a lifelong
study of literature and the sea, always with an ear to life's fractured melodies. Torn between art and
empiricism, he moved to New York, haunting Village coffee shops, listening to beat poets, and following
New York's jazz scene, where ragged sages claimed enlightenment in Coltrane's sax. Following stints as a
deckhand in the West Indies he returned to college and trained to become a marine biologist. His
professional life began in Niagara Falls, New York, where the Great Lakes were dying after years of
pollution, the citizens struggling to breathe air reminiscent of the coal camps. The end of the memoir finds
him separated from his wife and wandering alone in the Mexican desert astride a skeletal, marijuana-
dependent horse and trailed by a stray dog, still seeking the mythical place where reason and revelation
intersect.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Cardona:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Smoking
Horse: A Memoir in Pieces (Excelsior Editions) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Marie Forrest:

This book untitled The Smoking Horse: A Memoir in Pieces (Excelsior Editions) to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Karen Perl:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, typically the book you have read will be The Smoking Horse: A Memoir in Pieces (Excelsior Editions).

Jerry Jackman:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book The Smoking Horse: A Memoir in Pieces (Excelsior Editions) we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The Smoking
Horse: A Memoir in Pieces (Excelsior Editions). You can more desirable than now.
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