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Mexico City assumed its current character around the turn of the twentieth century, during the dictatorship of
Porfirio Díaz (1876-1911). In those years, wealthy Mexicans moved away from the Zócalo, the city's
traditional center, to western suburbs where they sought to imitate European and American ways of life. At
the same time, poorer Mexicans, many of whom were peasants, crowded into eastern suburbs that lacked
such basic amenities as schools, potable water, and adequate sewerage. These slums looked and felt more
like rural villages than city neighborhoods. A century—and some twenty million more inhabitants—later,
Mexico City retains its divided, robust, and almost labyrinthine character.

In this provocative and beautifully written book, Michael Johns proposes to fathom the character of Mexico
City and, through it, the Mexican national character that shaped and was shaped by the capital city. Drawing
on sources from government documents to newspapers to literary works, he looks at such things as work,
taste, violence, architecture, and political power during the formative Díaz era. From this portrait of daily life
in Mexico City, he shows us the qualities that "make a Mexican a Mexican" and have created a culture in
which, as the Mexican saying goes, "everything changes so that everything remains the same."
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The City of Mexico in the Age of
Díaz will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Thelma Burke:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must
answer that question because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need that The City of Mexico in the Age of
Díaz to read.

Conrad Degregorio:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The City of Mexico in the
Age of Díaz is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

William Sinclair:

This The City of Mexico in the Age of Díaz is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The City of Mexico in
the Age of Díaz can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean
in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well
as knowledge.
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