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Challenging notions of race and sexuality presumed to have originated and flourished in the slave South,
Diane Miller Sommerville traces the evolution of white southerners' fears of black rape by examining actual
cases of black-on-white rape throughout the nineteenth century.

Sommerville demonstrates that despite draconian statutes, accused black rapists frequently avoided
execution or castration, largely due to intervention by members of the white community. This leniency belies
claims that antebellum white southerners were overcome with anxiety about black rape. In fact, Sommerville
argues, there was great fluidity across racial and sexual lines as well as a greater tolerance among whites for
intimacy between black males and white females. According to Sommerville, pervasive misogyny fused with
class prejudices to shape white responses to accusations of black rape even during the Civil War and
Reconstruction periods, a testament to the staying power of ideas about poor women's innate depravity.

Based predominantly on court records and supporting legal documentation, Sommerville's examination
forces a reassessment of long-held assumptions about the South and race relations as she remaps the social
and racial terrain on which southerners--black and white, rich and poor--related to one another over the long
nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Akins:

The book Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Rape and Race in the
Nineteenth-Century South to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a reserve Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Kathy Vaughn:

The e-book untitled Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South is the book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Manuel Rose:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century
South e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-
Century South as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break
don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Mary Bessler:

This Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt that will?
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