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"What I lacked and what I needed," confessed Samuel Clemens in 1908, "was grandchildren." Near the end
of his life, Clemens became the doting friend and correspondent of twelve schoolgirls ranging in age from
ten to sixteen. For Clemens, "collecting" these surrogate granddaughters was a way of overcoming his
loneliness, a respite from the pessimism, illness, and depression that dominated his later years.

In Mark Twain's Aquarium, John Cooley brings together virtually every known communication exchanged
between the writer and the girls he called his "angelfish." Cooley also includes a number of Clemens's
notebook entries, autobiographical dictations, short manuscripts, and other relevant materials that further
illuminate this fascinating story.

Clemens relished the attention of these girls, orchestrating chaperoned visits to his homes and creating an
elaborate set of rules and emblems for the Aquarium Club. He hung their portraits in his billiard room and
invented games and plays for their amusement. For much of 1908, he was sending and receiving a letter a
week from his angelfish. Cooley argues that Clemens saw cheerfulness and laughter as his only defenses
against the despair of his late years. His enchantment with children, years before, had given birth to such
characters as Tom Sawyer, Becky Thatcher, and Huck Finn. In the frivolities of the Aquarium Club, it found
its final expression.

Cooley finds no evidence of impropriety in Clemens behavior with the girls. Perhaps his greatest crime, the
editor suggests, was in idealizing them, in regarding them as precious collectibles. "He tried to trap them in
the amber of endless adolescence," Cooley writes. "By pleading that they stay young and innocent, he was
perhaps attempting to deny that, as they and the world continued to change, so must he."
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Bartow:

The experience that you get from Mark Twain's Aquarium: The Samuel Clemens-Angelfish Correspondence,
1905-1910 is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Mark Twain's Aquarium: The
Samuel Clemens-Angelfish Correspondence, 1905-1910 giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this Mark Twain's Aquarium: The Samuel Clemens-Angelfish Correspondence, 1905-1910
instantly.

Frank Hudson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Mark Twain's Aquarium: The Samuel Clemens-Angelfish
Correspondence, 1905-1910 as your daily resource information.

Elliott Townsend:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Mark Twain's Aquarium: The Samuel Clemens-Angelfish Correspondence, 1905-1910 your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Mark Twain's Aquarium: The Samuel Clemens-
Angelfish Correspondence, 1905-1910 giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Alice Prahl:

This Mark Twain's Aquarium: The Samuel Clemens-Angelfish Correspondence, 1905-1910 is great guide
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can
claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it.



Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Mark Twain's Aquarium: The Samuel Clemens-Angelfish Correspondence, 1905-1910 in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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