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A humorous and moving coming-of-age story that brings a unique, not-quite-outsider’s perspective to
China’s shift from ancient empire to modern superpower
 
Raised in a strict Chinese-American household in the suburbs, Val Wang dutifully got good grades, took
piano lessons, and performed in a Chinese dance troupe—until she shaved her head and became a leftist, the
stuff of many teenage rebellions. But Val’s true mutiny was when she moved to China, the land her parents
had fled before the Communist takeover in 1949.
 
Val arrives in Beijing in 1998 expecting to find freedom but instead lives in the old city with her traditional
relatives, who wake her at dawn with the sound of a state-run television program playing next to her cot,
make a running joke of how much she eats, and monitor her every move. But outside, she soon discovers a
city rebelling against its roots just as she is, struggling too to find a new, modern identity. Rickshaws make
way for taxicabs, skyscrapers replace hutong courtyard houses, and Beijing prepares to make its debut on the
world stage with the 2008 Olympics. And in the gritty outskirts of the city where she moves, a thriving
avant-garde subculture is making art out of the chaos. Val plunges into the city’s dizzying culture and
nightlife and begins shooting a documentary, about a Peking Opera family who is witnessing the death of
their traditional art.
 
Brilliantly observed and winningly told, Beijing Bastard is a compelling story of a young woman finding her
place in the world and of China, as its ancient past gives way to a dazzling but uncertain future.
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From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a Changing China.

Cheryl Steele:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a Changing
China book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Cathleen Read:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a
Changing China that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you may pick Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a Changing China
become your starter.

Cristen Washington:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a Changing
China can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a
Changing China.
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