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For more than 2000 years, using the excellent clays of the Red River Valley, Vietnamese potters have
produced some of the most sophisticated ceramic artifacts in Southeast Asia, dovetailing the Chinese ceramic
tradition with other traditions--such as those of Cambodia and Champa--in original and idiosyncratic ways.
The combination of skilled potting with somewhat "casual" finish, calligraphic painting and certain chance
effects in glazing are all qualities typical of Vietnamese ceramics. Today, partly prompted by several recent
archaeological retrievals, these qualities are stimulating the interest of a widening circle of collectors and
connoisseurs. The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
considers this vital and hitherto obscured tradition by highlighting over 200 examples from the Museum's
superb collection. Ranging from earthy and practical stoneware produced over two millennia ago (the earliest
Vietnamese potteries date back to the Hung period in 700 B.C.), to the gloriously decorated ewers and bowls
created a thousand years later, or to the fine blue-and-white porcelains produced between the fifteenth and
nineteenth centuries (before the advent of French colonial rule), the works gathered here reflect the natural
wonders of Vietnam and the ingenuity of its ceramists. With extensive presentations by expert Philippe
Truong, including an essay on the natural motifs particular to Vietnamese pottery, The Elephant and the
Lotus is both the first complete publication of a remarkable collection and an indispensable introduction to a
rapidly growing field of study in Asian decorative arts.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Perkins:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston.

James Jackson:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in
the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable
book with you?

Harry Blalock:

This The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will
be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot
of information you will get. This specific The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to
be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Elephant and the Lotus:
Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston having great arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Leon King:

Beside this kind of The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have



book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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