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Can music be political? Germans have long claimed the symphony as a pillar of their modern national
culture. By 1900, the critical discourse on music, particularly symphonies, rose to such prominence as to
command front-page news. With the embrace of the Great War, the humiliation of defeat, and the ensuing
economic turmoil, music evolved from the most abstract to the most political of the arts. Even Goebbels saw
the symphony as a tool of propaganda. More than composers or musicians, critics were responsible for this
politicization of music, aspiring to change how music was heard and understood. Once hailed as a source of
individual heroism, the symphony came to serve a communal vision.

Karen Painter examines the politicization of musical listening in Germany and Austria, showing how
nationalism, anti-Semitism, liberalism, and socialism profoundly affected the experience of serious music.
Her analysis draws on a vast collection of writings on the symphony, particularly those of Mahler and
Bruckner, to offer compelling evidence that music can and did serve ideological ends. She traces changes in
critical discourse that reflected but also contributed to the historical conditions of the fin de siècle, World
War I, and the Nazi regime.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which you should start with. This Symphonic Aspirations: German Music and Politics,
1900-1945 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Jimmy Hicks:

The book Symphonic Aspirations: German Music and Politics, 1900-1945 will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Symphonic Aspirations: German Music
and Politics, 1900-1945 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Allen Mullinax:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Symphonic Aspirations: German Music and Politics, 1900-1945.

Larry Murray:

Beside this Symphonic Aspirations: German Music and Politics, 1900-1945 in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Symphonic Aspirations: German Music and Politics, 1900-1945 because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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