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"In Roosevelt's Second Act Richard Moe has shown in superb fashion that what might seem to have been an
inevitable decision of comparatively little interest was far from it."
--David McCullough

On August 31, 1939, nearing the end of his second and presumably final term in office, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt was working in the Oval Office and contemplating construction of his presidential library
and planning retirement. The next day German tanks had crossed the Polish border; Britain and France had
declared war. Overnight the world had changed, and FDR found himself being forced to consider a
dramatically different set of circumstances.

In Roosevelt's Second Act, Richard Moe focuses on a turning point in American political history: FDR's
decision to seek a third term. Often overlooked between the passage and implementation of the New Deal
and the bombing of Pearl Harbor, that decision was far from inevitable. As the election loomed, he refused to
comment, confiding in no one, scrambling the politics of his own party; but after the Republicans
surprisingly nominated Wendell Willkie in July 1940, FDR became convinced that no other Democrat could
both maintain the legitimacy of the New Deal and mobilize the nation for war. With Hitler on the verge of
conquering Europe, Roosevelt, still hedging, began to maneuver his way to the center of the political stage.

Moe offers a brilliant depiction of the duality that was FDR: the bold, perceptive, prescient and moral
statesman who set lofty and principled goals, and the sometimes cautious, ambitious, arrogant and
manipulative politician in pursuit of them. Immersive, insightful and written with an insider's understanding
of the presidency, this book challenges and illuminates our understanding of FDR and this pivotal moment in
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Roosevelt's Second Act: The Election of 1940 and the Politics of
War (Pivotal Moments in American History). Try to make the book Roosevelt's Second Act: The Election of
1940 and the Politics of War (Pivotal Moments in American History) as your good friend. It means that it
can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Hayden Roberts:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Roosevelt's Second Act: The Election of 1940 and the Politics of
War (Pivotal Moments in American History) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Roosevelt's Second Act: The Election of
1940 and the Politics of War (Pivotal Moments in American History) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Roosevelt's Second Act: The Election of 1940 and
the Politics of War (Pivotal Moments in American History) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Richard Vaccaro:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
book. The book Roosevelt's Second Act: The Election of 1940 and the Politics of War (Pivotal Moments in
American History) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book possesses high quality.

Thomas Rojas:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those



publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book Roosevelt's Second Act: The Election of 1940 and the Politics of War (Pivotal Moments in
American History) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person
must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life by this book Roosevelt's Second Act: The Election of 1940 and the Politics of War
(Pivotal Moments in American History). You can more attractive than now.
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