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After Vanilla Ice, but before Eminem, there was "Hot Karl," the Jewish kid from the L.A. suburbs
who became a rap battling legend—and then almost became a star.
 
When 12-year old Jensen Karp got his first taste of rapping for crowds at his friend's bar mitzvah in 1991,
little did he know that he was taking his first step on a crazy journey—one that would end with a failed
million-dollar recording and publishing deal with Interscope Records when he was only 19. Now, in Kanye
West Owes Me $300, Karp finally tells the true story of his wild ride as "Hot Karl," the most famous white
rapper you've never heard of. 

On his way to (almost) celebrity, Jensen shares his childhood run-ins with rock-listening, southern California
classmates, who tell him that "rap is for black people," and then recounts his record-breaking rap battling
streak on popular radio contest “The Roll Call”—a run that caught the eye of a music industry hungry for
new rap voices in the early ‘00s. He also introduces his rap partner, Rickye, who constitutes the second half
of their group XTra Large; his supportive mom, who performs with him onstage; and the soon-to-be-
household-name artists he records with, including Kanye West, Redman, Fabolous, Mya, and will.i.am.
Finally, he reveals why his album never saw the light of day (two words: Slim Shady), the downward spiral
he suffered after, and what he found instead of rap glory. 

Full of rollicking stories from his close brush with fame, Karp’s hilarious memoir is the ultimate fish-out-of-
water story about a guy who follows an unlikely passion—trying to crack the rap game—despite what
everyone else says. It’s 30 Rock for the rap set; 8 Mile for the suburbs; and quite the journey for a white kid
from the valley.
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From reader reviews:

Jules Thompson:

The experience that you get from Kanye West Owes Me $300: And Other True Stories from a White Rapper
Who Almost Made It Big may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Kanye West
Owes Me $300: And Other True Stories from a White Rapper Who Almost Made It Big giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Kanye West Owes Me $300:
And Other True Stories from a White Rapper Who Almost Made It Big instantly.

Jennifer Stanley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Kanye West Owes Me $300: And Other
True Stories from a White Rapper Who Almost Made It Big can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Melissa Fernandez:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Kanye West Owes Me $300:
And Other True Stories from a White Rapper Who Almost Made It Big can be the solution, oh how comes?
A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Brandi Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Kanye West
Owes Me $300: And Other True Stories from a White Rapper Who Almost Made It Big.
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