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This study touches on the vexed issue concerning the relationship of magic and religion, a problem that,
despite all claims to the contrary, stubbornly resists losing interest and import. A close reading of ancient
Geek and Latin curses written on lead tablets reveals a never fully explored demarcation in terms of
legitimacy and illegitimacy between two types. Binding curses (defixiones), on the one hand, were meant to
?bind´ - that is render powerless - opponents or rivals. Buried in graves, pits or wells, they lacked references
to the notion of justification and displayed words and actions of a manipulative nature that modern readers
would associate with what we call magic. Marked by secrecy, they were liable to suspicion and social
disapproval. Another category of curses on lead, albeit also categorized as defixiones in modern scholarly
literature, appears to be of a radically different nature. Often publicised in temples they implored the local
god to punish a (mostly) unknown person for having wronged (by theft, slander, or maltreatment) the author.
Besides a markedly deferential tone and an attitude of submissiveness, various other characteristics reveal
these texts as prayers for justice, thus in our perception being expressions of pious religiosity. The fact that
the ancient users were aware of the distinction and acted accordingly evokes a reconsideration of the use of
modern notions magic and religion for ancient Greek and Roman curse practice.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Riley:

The book Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und
hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make studying a book Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?:
Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-
Vorlesungen) (German Edition) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like wide open and read a book Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?:
Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-
Vorlesungen) (German Edition). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Heather Lanham:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?:
Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-
Vorlesungen) (German Edition) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus
religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln
(Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So
, do you still thinking Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?:
Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-
Vorlesungen) (German Edition) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Angela Kiefer:

The publication untitled Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?:
Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-
Vorlesungen) (German Edition) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Fluch
und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische
Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition) from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.



Carl Terrell:

The book untitled Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?:
Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-
Vorlesungen) (German Edition) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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