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The British horn player Dennis Brain (1921–1957) is commonly described by such statements as “the
greatest horn player of the 20th Century,” “a genius,” and “a legend.” He was both a prodigy and
popularizer, famously performing a concerto on a garden hose in perfect pitch. On his usual concert
instrument his tone was of unsurpassed beauty and clarity, complemented by a flawless technique. The
recordings he made with Herbert von Karajan of Mozart’s horn concerti are considered the definitive
interpretations. Brain enlisted in the English armed forces during World War II for seven years, joining the
National Symphony Orchestra in wartime in 1942. After the war he filled the principal horn positions in both
the Philharmonia and Royal Philharmonic Orchestras. He later formed his own wind quintet and began
conducting. Composers including Benjamin Britten and Paul Hindemith lined up to write music for him.
Even fifty years after his tragic death at the age of 36 in an auto accident in 1957, Peter Maxwell Davies was
commissioned to write a piece in his honor. Stephen Gamble and William Lynch have conducted numerous
interviews with family, friends, and colleagues and uncovered information in the BBC archives and other
lesser known sources about recordings that were previously unknown. This volume describes Brain’s life and
analyzes in depth his musical career. Its appendices of information on performances will appeal to music
historians, and its details on Brain’s instruments and equipment will be useful to horn players. “A pleasure to
read: serious but personable, unaffected, unpretentious—conversational in tone. The character of the prose
can be said to reflect the character of the book’s subject. Eminently satisfying.”—Robert Marshall, author of
Dennis Brain on Record
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From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

This Dennis Brain: A Life in Music (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) are usually reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Dennis Brain: A Life in Music
(North Texas Lives of Musician Series) can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Dennis Brain: A Life in Music (North Texas Lives of Musician
Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lena Stubbs:

The reserve untitled Dennis Brain: A Life in Music (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Dennis Brain: A Life in Music (North Texas
Lives of Musician Series) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Lisa Martin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Dennis Brain: A Life in Music (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Dennis Brain: A Life in Music (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Sallie Farris:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Dennis Brain: A Life in Music (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading



sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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