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When author Peter Mortimer was commissioned to write a play about a little-known riot between Yemeni
and British seamen at Mill Dam, South Shields, in 1930, he decided to take the long trip to Yemen itself in
search of inspiration. Undeterred by post-11 September government warnings against visiting this 'highly
dangerous' area, Mortimer set off and found an extraordinary and surprisingly Anglophile country.

Cool for Qat documents this remarkable journey, during which Mortimer pieces together how the riots of
1930 arose and considers their relevance to Western attitudes towards Muslims today. He meets many
remarkable characters along the way and immerses himself in the national custom of chewing the narcotic
qat leaf.

After visiting the ex-British Protectorate of Aden - through which many of the seamen passed en route to
Britain - Mortimer travels on to San'a and then Tai'iz. It is while visiting the isolated mountain villages
surrounding this city that Mortimer finally meets men who worked in South Shields some 50 years ago.
Carrying a battered book with images of Yemenis living in the North-east in the '30s from home to home,
trying to jog distant memories, he realises his visit has taken on a new purpose - bringing a small part of the
country's history back to where it belongs.

Back in the UK, Mortimer's investigations into the 1930 riot reveal a society with many striking similarities
to current times. Then, as now, Muslim immigrants were treated as scapegoats for all manner of ills, tabloid
newspapers drummed up prejudice and hatred, and the powers that be often used fear and racial mistrust to
disguise their own economic failings.

Cool for Qat questions just how 'civilised' the Western world - and Britain in particular - is in comparison to
Yemen. It is a touching, thought-provoking and at times humorous document of one man's travels through a
country about which little is known in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Ayer:

This book untitled Cool for Qat: A Yemeni Journey: Two Countries, Two Times to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Lillie Corley:

Cool for Qat: A Yemeni Journey: Two Countries, Two Times can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Cool for Qat: A Yemeni
Journey: Two Countries, Two Times but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

James Helm:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Cool for Qat: A Yemeni Journey: Two
Countries, Two Times guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Cool for Qat:
A Yemeni Journey: Two Countries, Two Times as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This
is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.

Terry Myers:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Cool for Qat: A Yemeni Journey: Two Countries,
Two Times can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Cool for Qat:
A Yemeni Journey: Two Countries, Two Times.
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