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After a promising start as a prosperous and liberal democratic nation at the end of the nineteenth century,
Argentina descended into instability and crisis. This stark reversal, in a country rich in natural resources and
seemingly bursting with progress and energy, has puzzled many historians. In Civilizing Argentina, Julia
Rodriguez takes a sharply contrary view, demonstrating that Argentina's turn of fortune is not a mystery but
rather the ironic consequence of schemes to "civilize" the nation in the name of progressivism, health,
science, and public order.

With new medical and scientific information arriving from Europe at the turn of the century, a powerful
alliance developed among medical, scientific, and state authorities in Argentina. These elite forces
promulgated a political culture based on a medical model that defined social problems such as poverty,
vagrancy, crime, and street violence as illnesses to be treated through programs of social hygiene. They
instituted programs to fingerprint immigrants, measure the bodies of prisoners, place wives who disobeyed
their husbands in "houses of deposit," and exclude or expel people deemed socially undesirable, including
groups such as labor organizers and prostitutes. Such policies, Rodriguez argues, led to the destruction of the
nation's liberal ideals and opened the way to the antidemocratic, authoritarian governments that came later in
the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Smith:

This Civilizing Argentina: Science, Medicine, and the Modern State book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Civilizing Argentina: Science, Medicine, and the Modern State
without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Civilizing Argentina: Science, Medicine, and the Modern State can bring when you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Civilizing Argentina: Science, Medicine, and the Modern State having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Richard Linneman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Civilizing Argentina: Science, Medicine, and the Modern
State can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Ines Patterson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Civilizing Argentina: Science,
Medicine, and the Modern State guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Civilizing Argentina: Science, Medicine, and the Modern State as good book but not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Dan Fry:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Civilizing Argentina: Science,
Medicine, and the Modern State is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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