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Sees a way out of the contentious debates over the role of religion in American public life by looking back to
the ideas of John Locke and the nation's Founders.

Returning to the ideas of John Locke and the Founders themselves, Barbara A. McGraw examines the debate
about the role of religion in American public life and unravels the confounded rhetoric on all sides. She
reveals that no group has been standing on proper ground and that all sides have misused terminology
(religion/secular), dichotomies (public/private), and concepts (separation of church and state) in ways that
have little relevance to the original intentions of the Founders. She rediscovers a theology underlying the
founding documents of the nation that is neither anyone’s particular religion nor one requiring religion.
Instead, it justifies freedom of conscience for all and provides a two-tiered public forum—a civic public
forum and a conscientious public forum—for the debate itself and the actions that debate inspires. America’s
Sacred Ground—this theology and its public forum—determines the meaning of freedom and the ways in
which Americans can pursue “the good”: good government, good communities, good families, good
relations between individuals, and good individuals from a plurality of perspectives. By exploring our past,
McGraw answers the critical question, Who are we as a people and what do we stand for?

Barbara A. McGraw, JD, PhD, is Professor of Social Ethics, Law and Public Life and Director of the Center
for Engaged Religious Pluralism at Saint Mary’s College of California. She is coeditor (with Jo Renee
Formicola) of Taking Religious Pluralism Seriously: Spiritual Politics on America’s Sacred Ground and
coauthor (with Robert S. Ellwood) of Many Peoples, Many Faiths: Women and Men in the World Religions,
Ninth Edition.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Covington:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Rediscovering
America's Sacred Ground: Public Religion and Pursuit of the Good in a Pluralistic America (SUNY series,
Religion and American Public Life), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Maryann Carson:

The actual book Rediscovering America's Sacred Ground: Public Religion and Pursuit of the Good in a
Pluralistic America (SUNY series, Religion and American Public Life) has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after perusing this book.

Lorenzo McAvoy:

Beside this kind of Rediscovering America's Sacred Ground: Public Religion and Pursuit of the Good in a
Pluralistic America (SUNY series, Religion and American Public Life) in your phone, it could give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Rediscovering America's Sacred Ground: Public Religion and Pursuit of the Good in a
Pluralistic America (SUNY series, Religion and American Public Life) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from today!

Jennifer Knott:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just



looking for the Rediscovering America's Sacred Ground: Public Religion and Pursuit of the Good in a
Pluralistic America (SUNY series, Religion and American Public Life) when you needed it?
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