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The end of slavery in the United States inspired conflicting visions of the future for all Americans in the
nineteenth century, black and white, slave and free. The black child became a figure upon which people
projected their hopes and fears about slavery’s abolition. As a member of the first generation of African
Americans raised in freedom, the black child—freedom’s child—offered up the possibility that blacks might
soon enjoy the same privileges as whites: landownership, equality, autonomy. Yet for most white
southerners, this vision was unwelcome, even frightening. Many northerners, too, expressed doubts about the
consequences of abolition for the nation and its identity as a white republic.

From the 1850s and the Civil War to emancipation and the official end of Reconstruction in 1877, Raising
Freedom’s Child examines slave emancipation and opposition to it as a far-reaching, national event with
profound social, political, and cultural consequences. Mary Niall Mitchell analyzes multiple views of the
black child—in letters, photographs, newspapers, novels, and court cases—to demonstrate how Americans
contested and defended slavery and its abolition.

With each chapter, Mitchell narrates an episode in the lives of freedom’s children, from debates over their
education and labor to the future of racial classification and American citizenship.Raising Freedom’s Child
illustrates how intensely the image of the black child captured the imaginations of many Americans during
the upheavals of the Civil War era. Through public struggles over the black child, Mitchell argues,
Americans by turns challenged and reinforced the racial inequality fostered under slavery in the United
States. Only with the triumph of segregation in public schools in 1877 did the black child lose her central
role in the national debate over civil rights, a role she would not play again until the 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and
Visions of the Future After Slavery (American History and Culture Series). Try to make book Raising
Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future After Slavery (American History and Culture
Series) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Eldon Hall:

The publication untitled Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future After Slavery
(American History and Culture Series) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Raising
Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future After Slavery (American History and Culture
Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Robin Gilbertson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future After
Slavery (American History and Culture Series) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Carl Fox:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future
After Slavery (American History and Culture Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare



time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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