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For several decades, Mexican immigrants in the United States have outnumbered those from any other
country. Though the economy increasingly needs their labor, many remain unauthorized. In Parents Without
Papers, immigration scholars Frank D. Bean, Susan K. Brown, and James D. Bachmeier document the extent
to which the outsider status of these newcomers inflicts multiple hardships on their children and
grandchildren.

Parents Without Papers provides both a general conceptualization of immigrant integration and an in-depth
examination of the Mexican American case. The authors draw upon unique retrospective data to shed light
on three generations of integration. They show in particular that the “membership exclusion” experienced by
unauthorized Mexican immigrants—that is, their fear of deportation, lack of civil rights, and poor access to
good jobs—hinders the education of their children, even those who are U.S.-born. Moreover, they find that
children are hampered not by the unauthorized entry of parents itself but rather by the long-term inability of
parents, especially mothers, to acquire green cards.

When unauthorized parents attain legal status, the disadvantages of the second generation begin to disappear.
These second-generation men and women achieve schooling on par with those whose parents come legally.
By the third generation, socioeconomic levels for women equal or surpass those of native white women. But
men reach parity only through greater labor-force participation and longer working hours, results consistent
with the idea that their integration is delayed by working-class imperatives to support their families rather
than attend college.

An innovative analysis of the transmission of advantage and disadvantage among Mexican Americans,
Parents Without Papers presents a powerful case for immigration policy reforms that provide not only
realistic levels of legal less-skilled migration but also attainable pathways to legalization. Such measures,
combined with affordable access to college, are more important than ever for the integration of vulnerable
Mexican immigrants and their descendants.
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From reader reviews:

Hyacinth Mills:

The particular book Parents Without Papers: The Progress and Pitfalls of Mexican American Integration will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Parents Without Papers: The
Progress and Pitfalls of Mexican American Integration is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Rebecca Wheeler:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Parents Without Papers: The Progress and Pitfalls of
Mexican American Integration why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Larry Witcher:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be learn. Parents Without
Papers: The Progress and Pitfalls of Mexican American Integration can be your answer as it can be read by
an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Susan Padgett:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Parents Without Papers: The Progress and
Pitfalls of Mexican American Integration to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available
a book and read it. Beside that the guide Parents Without Papers: The Progress and Pitfalls of Mexican
American Integration can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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