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Anthony Swofford's Jarhead is the first Gulf War memoir by a frontline infantry marine, and it is a searing,
unforgettable narrative.
When the marines -- or "jarheads," as they call themselves -- were sent in 1990 to Saudi Arabia to fight the
Iraqis, Swofford was there, with a hundred-pound pack on his shoulders and a sniper's rifle in his hands. It
was one misery upon another. He lived in sand for six months, his girlfriend back home betrayed him for a
scrawny hotel clerk, he was punished by boredom and fear, he considered suicide, he pulled a gun on one of
his fellow marines, and he was shot at by both Iraqis and Americans. At the end of the war, Swofford hiked
for miles through a landscape of incinerated Iraqi soldiers and later was nearly killed in a booby-trapped
Iraqi bunker.
Swofford weaves this experience of war with vivid accounts of boot camp (which included physical abuse by
his drill instructor), reflections on the mythos of the marines, and remembrances of battles with lovers and
family. As engagement with the Iraqis draws closer, he is forced to consider what it is to be an American, a
soldier, a son of a soldier, and a man.
Unlike the real-time print and television coverage of the Gulf War, which was highly scripted by the
Pentagon, Swofford's account subverts the conventional wisdom that U.S. military interventions are now
merely surgical insertions of superior forces that result in few American casualties. Jarhead insists we
remember the Americans who are in fact wounded or killed, the fields of smoking enemy corpses left behind,
and the continuing difficulty that American soldiers have reentering civilian life.
A harrowing yet inspiring portrait of a tormented consciousness struggling for inner peace, Jarhead will
elbow for room on that short shelf of American war classics that includes Philip Caputo's A Rumor of War
and Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried, and be admired not only for the raw beauty of its prose but also
for the depth of its pained heart.
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From reader reviews:

Shellie Toy:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Jarhead: A
Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Gene Baker:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
definitely Jarhead: A Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles.

James Collins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Jarhead: A Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf War
and Other Battles, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Della Ferguson:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on the
bed? Do you need something new? This Jarhead: A Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles
can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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