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Divided We Govern investigates the rise and fall of the broader parliamentary left in modern Indian
democracy, and the dynamics of national coalition governments. Since the 1970s, socialist, communist and
regional parties in India have sought to forge a progressive 'third force'. Most scholars typically dismiss its
principal manifestations -- the Janata Party, National Front and United Front -- as inherently opportunistic
coalitions of power-seeking politicians. Sanjay Ruparelia provides a fine-grained analytic narrative to
challenge this prevailing wisdom.

Employing a variety of methods and resources, including the rare confidential testimonies of key political
actors, Ruparelia demonstrates how the politics of each governing coalition, despite their self-evident flaws
and short-lived tenures, revealed the outlines of a distinctive national vision. His fresh analysis of the politics
of coalition in India also yields wider theoretical insights. Most studies fail to question or explain how these
multiparty governments actually functioned. Hence they overstate the stability of and polarity between
multiple political motivations, Ruparelia contends, discounting internal party debates over whether to share
power, with whom and to what extent, and how. In such circumstances, the strategies, tactics and choices of
actors become especially significant.

The pursuit of power in a highly regionalized federal parliamentary democracy such as India creates
incentives to forge national coalition governments, yet paradoxically decreases their chances of surviving.
Ultimately, the failure of socialists and communists to judge their real historical possibilities at key junctures
led to the decline of the broader Indian left.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

The book Divided We Govern: Coalition Politics in Modern India give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Divided We Govern: Coalition Politics in Modern India being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open up and read a book Divided We Govern: Coalition Politics in Modern
India. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this book?

Jennifer Bedard:

The guide untitled Divided We Govern: Coalition Politics in Modern India is the reserve that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Divided We Govern: Coalition Politics in Modern India from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Cathy Lantz:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Divided
We Govern: Coalition Politics in Modern India offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Sheila Rivera:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
story and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Divided We Govern: Coalition Politics in Modern India when you
required it?
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