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In this daring study of queer life and the public sphere, Eric O. Clarke examines the effects of inclusion
within public culture. Departing from studies that emphasize homophobia and its mechanisms of exclusion,
Virtuous Vice details how mainstream efforts to represent queers affirmatively continually fall short of full
democratic enfranchisement. Clarke draws on contemporary writings along with late-eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century English and European cultural history to investigate how concepts of value,
representation, and homoeroticism have interacted and circulated in the West since the Enlightenment.
Examining the role of eroticism in citizenship and why only normalizing
constructions of homosexuality enable inclusion, Clarke reconsiders the work of Habermas and Foucault in
relation to contemporary visibility politics, Kant’s moral and political theory, Marx’s analysis of value, and
the sexualized dynamics of the Victorian cultural public sphere. The juxtaposition of Habermas with
Foucault reveals the surprising value of reading the former in the context of queer politics and the usefulness
of the theory of the public sphere for understanding contemporary identity politics and the visibility politics
of the 1990s. Examining how a host of nonsexual factors impinge historically upon the constitution of sexual
identities and practices, Clarke negotiates the relation between questions of publicity and categories of value.
Discussions of television sitcoms (such as Ellen), marketing techniques, authenticity, and literary culture add
to this daring analysis of visibility politics.
As a critique of the claim that equal representation of gays and lesbians necessarily constitutes progress, this
significant intervention into social theory will find enthusiastic readers in the fields of Victorian, cultural,
literary, and gay and lesbian studies, as well as other fields engaged with categories of identity.
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From reader reviews:

Alysha Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Virtuous Vice: Homoeroticism and the
Public Sphere (Series Q).

Theresa Diaz:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Virtuous Vice: Homoeroticism and the
Public Sphere (Series Q) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Carla Ramirez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Virtuous Vice: Homoeroticism and the Public Sphere (Series Q) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get ahead of. The Virtuous Vice: Homoeroticism and the Public Sphere (Series Q) giving
you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better
life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Nancy Deanda:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Virtuous Vice:
Homoeroticism and the Public Sphere (Series Q) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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