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One of The Economist's 2011 Books of the Year

Did Garibaldi do Italy a disservice when he helped its disparate parts achieve unity? Was the goal of political
unification a mistake? These questions are asked and answered in a number of ways in this engaging,
original consideration of the many histories that contribute to the brilliance-and weakness-of Italy today.

David Gilmour's wonderfully readable exploration of Italian life over the centuries is filled with provocative
anecdotes as well as personal observations, and is peopled with the great figures of the Italian past-from
Cicero and Virgil to Dante and the Medicis, from Garibaldi and Cavour to the controversial politicians of the
twentieth century. Gilmour's wise account of the Risorgimento, the pivotal epoch in modern Italian history,
debunks the nationalistic myths that surround it, though he paints a sympathetic portrait of Giuseppe Verdi, a
beloved hero of the era. Gilmour shows that the glory of Italy has always lain in its regions, with their
distinctive art, civic cultures, identities, and cuisines. Italy's inhabitants identified themselves not as Italians
but as Tuscans and Venetians, Sicilians and Lombards, Neapolitans and Genoese. Italy's strength and culture
still come from its regions rather than from its misconceived, mishandled notion of a unified nation.

With The Pursuit of Italy, David Gilmour has provided a coherent, persuasive, and entertaining interpretation
of the paradoxes of Italian life, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Weatherby:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a
Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Leon Fisher:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Pursuit of Italy: A
History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their
Peoplesis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Christopher Levi:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Katrina Hering:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Pursuit of Italy:
A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples.
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