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What do we really want from schools? Only everything, in all its contradictions. Most of all, we want access
and opportunity for all children?but all possible advantages for our own. So argues historian David Labaree
in this provocative look at the way “this archetype of dysfunction works so well at what we want it to do
even as it evades what we explicitly ask it to do.”

Ever since the common school movement of the nineteenth century, mass schooling has been seen as an
essential solution to great social problems. Yet as wave after wave of reform movements have shown,
schools are extremely difficult to change. Labaree shows how the very organization of the locally controlled,
administratively limited school system makes reform difficult.

At the same time, he argues, the choices of educational consumers have always overwhelmed top-down
efforts at school reform. Individual families seek to use schools for their own purposes?to pursue social
opportunity, if they need it, and to preserve social advantage, if they have it. In principle, we want the best
for all children. In practice, we want the best for our own.

Provocative, unflinching, wry, Someone Has to Fail looks at the way that unintended consequences of
consumer choices have created an extraordinarily resilient educational system, perpetually expanding,
perpetually unequal, constantly being reformed, and never changing much.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby House:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public
Schooling. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public Schooling. You can add expertise and
of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product.
It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jerry Carley:

The book Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public Schooling make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public Schooling to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public
Schooling. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Emery Flores:

Here thing why this Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public Schooling are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public
Schooling giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there
is no reserve that similar with Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public Schooling. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which
is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Someone
Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public Schooling in e-book can be your option.

Mary Moore:

Typically the book Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public Schooling will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of
Public Schooling is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.
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