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In 1973, nearly a decade before the height of the Moral Majority, a group of progressive activists assembled
in a Chicago YMCA to strategize about how to move the nation in a more evangelical direction through
political action. When they emerged, the Washington Post predicted that the new evangelical left could
"shake both political and religious life in America." The following decades proved the Post both right and
wrong—evangelical participation in the political sphere was intensifying, but in the end it was the religious
right, not the left, that built a viable movement and mobilized electorally. How did the evangelical right gain
a moral monopoly and why were evangelical progressives, who had shown such promise, left behind?

In Moral Minority, the first comprehensive history of the evangelical left, David R. Swartz sets out to answer
these questions, charting the rise, decline, and political legacy of this forgotten movement. Though vibrant in
the late nineteenth century, progressive evangelicals were in eclipse following religious controversies of the
early twentieth century, only to reemerge in the 1960s and 1970s. They stood for antiwar, civil rights, and
anticonsumer principles, even as they stressed doctrinal and sexual fidelity. Politically progressive and
theologically conservative, the evangelical left was also remarkably diverse, encompassing groups such as
Sojourners, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, Evangelicals for Social Action, and the Association for Public
Justice. Swartz chronicles the efforts of evangelical progressives who expanded the concept of morality from
the personal to the social and showed the way—organizationally and through political activism—to what
would become the much larger and more influential evangelical right. By the 1980s, although they had
witnessed the election of Jimmy Carter, the nation's first born-again president, progressive evangelicals
found themselves in the political wilderness, riven by identity politics and alienated by a skeptical
Democratic Party and a hostile religious right.

In the twenty-first century, evangelicals of nearly all political and denominational persuasions view social
engagement as a fundamental responsibility of the faithful. This most dramatic of transformations is an
important legacy of the evangelical left.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for people. The book Moral Minority: The Evangelical Left in
an Age of Conservatism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) had been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication
Moral Minority: The Evangelical Left in an Age of Conservatism (Politics and Culture in Modern America)
is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the
book Moral Minority: The Evangelical Left in an Age of Conservatism (Politics and Culture in Modern
America). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Leslie Martin:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this Moral Minority: The Evangelical Left in an Age of Conservatism (Politics and Culture in Modern
America).

Gene Lyons:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Moral Minority: The Evangelical Left in an Age of Conservatism
(Politics and Culture in Modern America) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Brooke Fisher:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Moral Minority: The Evangelical Left in an Age of
Conservatism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) can give you a lot of friends because by you
investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting



person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might
be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Moral Minority: The Evangelical Left in an Age of Conservatism (Politics
and Culture in Modern America).
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