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What was the intended purpose and function of the Bill of Rights? Is the modern understanding of the Bill of
Rights the same as that which prevailed when the document was ratified? In Limited Government and the
Bill of Rights, Patrick Garry addresses these questions. Under the popular modern view, the Bill of Rights
focuses primarily on protecting individual autonomy interests, making it all about the individual. But in
Garry’s novel approach, one that tries to address the criticisms of judicial activism that have resulted from
the Supreme Court’s contemporary individual rights jurisprudence, the Bill of Rights is all about
government—about limiting the power of government. In this respect, the Bill of Rights is consistent with
the overall scheme of the original Constitution, insofar as it sought to define and limit the power of the newly
created federal government.

            Garry recognizes the desire of the constitutional framers to protect individual liberties and natural
rights, indeed, a recognition of such rights had formed the basis of the American campaign for independence
from Britain. However, because the constitutional framers did not have a clear idea of how to define natural
rights, much less incorporate them into a written constitution for enforcement, they framed the Bill of Rights
as limited government provisions rather than as individual autonomy provisions. To the framers, limited
government was the constitutional path to the maintenance of liberty. Moreover, crafting the Bill of Rights as
limited government provisions would not give the judiciary the kind of wide-ranging power needed to define
and enforce individual autonomy.

            With respect to the application of this limited government model, Garry focuses specifically on the
First Amendment and examines how the courts in many respects have already used a limited government
model in their First Amendment decision-making. As he discusses, this approach to the First Amendment
may allow for a more objective and restrained judicial role than is often applied under contemporary First
Amendment jurisprudence.

            Limited Government and the Bill of Rights will appeal to anyone interested in the historical
background of the Bill of Rights and how its provisions should be applied to contemporary cases,
particularly First Amendment cases. It presents an innovativetheory about the constitutional connection
between the principle of limited government and the provisions in the Bill of Rights.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Limited Government and the Bill of Rights. Try to make the book
Limited Government and the Bill of Rights as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Gregory Anderson:

The book Limited Government and the Bill of Rights make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Limited
Government and the Bill of Rights to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a book Limited Government and the Bill of Rights. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Billy Migliore:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Limited Government and the Bill of Rights your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of.
The Limited Government and the Bill of Rights giving you one more experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Margie Rodriguez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Limited Government and the Bill of Rights why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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