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Elections and Democracy addresses the contrast between two different views on representative democracy.
According to the first view elections are a mechanism to hold government accountable. In the second view
elections are primarily a means to ensure that citizens' views and interests are properly represented in the
democratic process. The majoritarian and consensus models of democracy are the embodiment in
institutional structures of these two different
views of democracy. In the majoritarian view the single most important function of an election is the
selection of a government. The concentration of power in the hands of an elected majority government
makes it accountable to the people. In consensus models of democracy, or proportional systems, the major
function of elections is to elect the members of parliament who together should be as representative as
possible of the electorate as a whole. The criterion for the democratic quality of the system is how
representative parliament really is. The book explores how far these different views and their embodiment in
institutional structures influence vote choice, political participation and satisfaction with the functioning of
democracy. The volume is based on data from the Comparative Study of
Electoral Systems (CSES), a comparative study across 36 countries. The general conclusion of the book is
that formal political institutions are less relevant for people's attitudes and behavior than often presumed.
Rather than formal political institutions like the electoral system it seems to be
characteristics of the party system like polarization and the clarity of responsibility that really matter.

The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES) is a collaborative program of research among election
study teams from around the world. Participating countries include a common module of survey questions in
their post-election studies. The resulting data are deposited along with voting, demographic, district, and
macro variables. The studies are then merged into a single, free, public dataset for use in comparative study
and cross-level analysis. The set of volumes in this series is based
on these CSES modules, and the volumes address the key theoretical issues and empirical debates in the
study of elections and representative democracy. Some of the volumes will be organized around the
theoretical issues raised by a particular module, while others will be thematic in their focus. Taken
together, these volumes will provide a rigorous and ongoing contribution to understanding the expansion and
consolidation of democracy in the twenty-first century. Series editors: Hans-Dieter Klingemann and Ian
McAllister
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From reader reviews:

Rita Kirby:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Elections and Democracy: Representation and
Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Dora Gourley:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Elections and Democracy:
Representation and Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems) is simple to deliver you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Patricia Sax:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Elections and Democracy:
Representation and Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems) or maybe others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Elections and
Democracy: Representation and Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Thomas Daniels:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability (Comparative Study Of
Electoral Systems) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative
person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life with that book Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability
(Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems). You can more inviting than now.
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