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Throughout its history as a social science, demography has been associated with an exclusively quantitative
orientation for studying social problems. As a result, demographers tend to analyse population issues
scientifically through sets of fixed social categories that are divorced from dynamic relationships and local
contexts and processes. This volume questions these fixed categories in two ways. First, it examines the
historical and political circumstances in
which such categories had their provenance, and, second, it reassesses their uncritical applications over space
and time in a diverse range of empirical case studies, encouraging throughout a constructive interdisciplinary
dialogue involving anthropologists, demographers, historians, and sociologists.

This volume seeks to examine the political complexities that lie at the heart of population studies by focusing
on category formation, category use, and category critique. It shows that this takes the form of a dialectic
between the needs for clarity of scientific and administrative analysis and the recalcitrant diversity of the
social contexts and human processes that generate population change. The critical reflections of each chapter
are enriched by meticulous ethnographic fieldwork and
historical research drawn from every continent. This volume, therefore, exemplifies a new methodology for
research in population studies, one that does not simply accept and re-use the established categories of
population science but seeks critically and reflexively to explore, test, and re-evaluate
their meanings in diverse contexts. It shows that for demography to realise its full potential it must urgently
re-examine and contextualize the social categories used today in population research.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce England:

The book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical Studies in Critical Demography
(International Studies in Demography) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and
Historical Studies in Critical Demography (International Studies in Demography)? Some of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical
Studies in Critical Demography (International Studies in Demography) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Amanda Kline:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical Studies in Critical Demography (International
Studies in Demography), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

William McDowell:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and
Historical Studies in Critical Demography (International Studies in Demography) was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and
Historical Studies in Critical Demography (International Studies in Demography) has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.

Christopher Gobert:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the



world. By book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical Studies in Critical Demography
(International Studies in Demography) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and
Historical Studies in Critical Demography (International Studies in Demography). You can more attractive
than now.
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