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I AM AN IMMIGRANT In 1963 when | was 21 yearsold | |eft the USA, my homeland, and became an
immigrant. At the time | thought | was leaving because of the war in Vietnam. After | received my draft
notice, | appealed to study abroad and was given aone-year deferment. But on the ship (an old Bilbao
freighter going from New Orleansto Tarragona, Spain) | knew | would never return to Americato serve or
to live. Today | am not so sure Vietnam was the sole reason | left America. By the age of 16, | had aready
started the “hobby” of hitchhiking all over the United States. My first trip was during an Easter break. After
Friday classes | hitchhiked 800 miles within 24 hoursto visit amarried sister in Colorado. By Monday
morning | was back home ready for my first class. But from that time on, whenever | had a break in the
school year, | was thumbing all over the country, racking up tens of thousands of miles every year. Forty
years later, after spending more than 20 years doing my own family genealogy, | found records on hundreds
of my ancestors who never died in the country where they had been born. In fact, on my mother’s side of the
family not one of her direct Schneller ancestors from the 16th century to the present day had ever been
buried in the country where they were born. So did | become an immigrant like my maternal great-
grandfather who escaped to Nebraska from his Germany colony in Ukraine in the 1880s because he refused
conscription into the Czar’ s army, or was it a genetic thing? Why do people become immigrants? Are they
running away from something, or running to something better? Much of my life has been dedicated to
collecting oral histories from people: the homelessin America, WWII vets, Holocaust survivors, Gypsiesin
19 countriesin Europe, victims of the Italian mafia, and now immigrants in the north Italian city of Brescia.
Of course, from my own experiences | have always felt empathy for immigrants. When | ended up in Madrid
in 1963, | faced the same problems most immigrants have to confront today: finding a place to live, finding
food, finding a job, and seeking security and friends. My first year in Spain | lost 20 pounds from going
hungry more often than not. Sometimes | had to resort to things | didn’t want to do, just to eat. Thisisa
poem | wrote about my early daysin Spain as an immigrant.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Hay:

The book Carmine Voices can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Carmine V oices? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Carmine V oices has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by start and read areserve. Soitis
very wonderful.

Zola Campbell:

The experience that you get from Carmine V oices may be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Carmine Voices giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveystheir point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
kind of Carmine Voicesinstantly.

Jennifer Pittman:

The e-book untitled Carmine Voicesis the reserve that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did alot of research when write the book, and so
the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of
Carmine Voices from the publisher to make you more enjoy freetime.

Justin Campbell:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Carmine Voices can be fine book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.
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