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This is a classic American tale of dreams and obsession--the suspenseful, brilliantly written account of one
eccentric man’s hunger to open space travel to us all: to let us rocket into orbit, return to earth, and soar yet
again--thus transforming space travel forever.

They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus

Gary Hudson was seven years old when Sputnik flew, nineteen when Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon,
and all he ever wanted to do was to travel into space. Between 1970 and 1996 he founded and disbanded five
separate rocket-building companies, none meeting with much success. Then, in 1997, at the age of forty-
seven, he launched Rotary Rocket. His goal was to develop and build the Roton, the world’s first manned,
single-stage-to-orbit, fully reusable spaceship, capable of shuttling ordinary people into orbit and back in a
single day. Elizabeth Weil followed Gary for two years, and in this book she brings to vivid life a
seductively--perhaps delusionally--optimistic world where science and science fiction meld and fuse, and
where imagination and invention collide.

In California’s bleak and windswept Mojave Desert, Gary assembled a fanatical, mismatched crew of
engineers and technicians, and Weil bears witness to their Roton endeavor, from first conception to final test
flight. The cast includes a pyromaniacal engineer, a world expert on composite airframes, two former Navy
test pilots, Gary’s infinitely patient wife, a third-generation Mojave motel owner, and an enigmatic and
resourceful financier. At their center shines Gary himself, a man eternally reflecting the glow of a better,
lighter, higher world--a world that, despite his flaws and failures, he perpetually convinces us we’re all about
to reach.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

This They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First Civilian Spaceship
are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this They All
Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First Civilian Spaceship can be one of
many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First Civilian Spaceship
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

James Brier:

This book untitled They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First
Civilian Spaceship to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you
can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
e-book from your list.

Ricardo Bishop:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First Civilian Spaceship,
you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a reserve.

Charles Howell:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love They All Laughed at
Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First Civilian Spaceship, it is possible to enjoy



both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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