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In the early 1980s, Duccio Balestracci discovered in a Sienese archive two account books kept from 1450 to
1502 by a Tuscan peasant named Benedetto del Massarizia. Benedetto knew how to read but not how to
write. Infected by the urban habit of detailed personal record keeping, he asked various of his literate
acquaintances to put into writing the details of his daily affairs. The resulting account books offer an
unparalleled glimpse into the economic and social world of late medieval peasants.

In Renaissance in the Fields, Balestracci uses these account books and a host of supporting archival records
to explore the lives of Benedetto and his family over the course of the fifteenth century. In Benedetto we see
how country people could organize land and capital and protect themselves, at least a little, from rapacious
landlords and urban administrators. By capturing the changing realities of life in the countryside,
Renaissance in the Fields offers the best introduction to how the peasant economy really worked, and to how
most people actually lived during the Italian Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Millicent Doty:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Renaissance in
the Fields: Family Memoirs of a Fifteenth-Century Tuscan Peasant suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Renaissance in the Fields: Family
Memoirs of a Fifteenth-Century Tuscan Peasantis the main of several books this everyone read now. This
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Catherine Stevenson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Renaissance in the Fields: Family Memoirs
of a Fifteenth-Century Tuscan Peasant can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Dale Vaught:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. The Renaissance in the Fields: Family Memoirs of a Fifteenth-Century Tuscan
Peasant can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Jaime McKenney:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Renaissance in the Fields: Family Memoirs of a Fifteenth-Century
Tuscan Peasant will give you new experience in examining a book.
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